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Emmanuel Saez

Emmanuel Saez is a professor of economics and director of 
the Center for Equitable Growth at the University of 
California, Berkeley. His research focuses on tax policy and 
income inequality from both theoretical and empirical 
perspectives. Jointly with French economist Th omas Piketty, 
he has constructed long-run historical data series of income 
inequality in the United States. Th ese are publicly available 
online and have been widely discussed in the larger public 
debate on income inequality. Professor Saez received his 
Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1999. He was awarded the John Bates Clark 
Medal of the American Economic Association in 2009 and a 
MacArthur Fellowship in 2010.  

In his lecture, Professor Saez will focus on a topic of great interest in both higher education 
and society at large: the potential of a college degree to raise one’s income level. To illuminate 
this topic, he will present his research data, compiled for each four-year college and uni-
versity in America, on graduates’ earnings in their early thirties and their parents’ incomes. 
Professor Saez will address the following critical questions, among others: Do colleges in 
America alleviate or worsen income inequalities? Which colleges contribute the most to 
helping children climb the income ladder? And how can we increase access to such colleges 
for children from low-income families? 


